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THE SECOND DEATH. 

The subject of the second Death, mentioned 
in the Apocalypse, is,in the minds of many 
serious inquirers after truth, a strong objection 
against the doctrine of the final restoration of 
all intelligencies to holiness and happiness, This 
objection is doubtless owing to the force of tra- 
dition more than any thing else, such people 
having been taught from their infaney, to be- 
lieve that, whenever the second death is men- 
tioned, it can signify nothing less than a state of 
endless misery in the’eternal world. But lay- 
ing tradition and prejudice entirely aside, let us 
come at once to the testimony of scripture on 
this subject, and see whether we can find data 
whence to draw this conclusion. 

We believe the phrase, second Death, is u- 
sed but four times in the Bible, and all those 
four times in the book of Revelations ; which is 
so highly figurative, and abounds with so many 
singular metaphors, that we ought to be ex- 
tremely careful, if we build any new doctrine 
or hypothesis on its testimony, to understand 
the use, design, and meaning of the metaphors 
employed in it. Besides, it is believed and a- 
greed by many able commentators that the book 
of Revelations is of so extremely doubtful au- 
thority, that itis unsafe to rely on this alone, 
without the collateral testimony from some oth- 
er book, for proof of any important doctrine,— 
However, we shall not dispute the authenticity 
ef the book, but proceed to examine what it 
says on the subject of the second death. But 
before we can understand what is meant by sec- 
ond death, we must know what it is second to : 
for in the expression second death, a first death 
is necessarily implied, to which it has reference, 
and between which two deaths there is some 
analogy. It seems evident enough that neith- 
er of these deaths, first nor second, can mean 
the death of the body, or natural death: for, if 
the one is that of the body, the other must be 
alse, to preserve any analogy between them : 
and it is impossible for us to conceive of two 
deaths of the body, Therefore, this death of 





which we are now to treat, must be spiritual or 
moral, 

The first death of this kind, to which the sec- 
ond is subsequent, we think must be that state 
of deadness in trespasses and sins, in which 
every one is, until quickened to spiritual life 
“ by the renewing of his mind” by the spirit of 
God. See Eph, ii. 1. “To be carnally mind- 
ed is death.” Rom. viii 6. 

The second death, then, must mean an apos- 
tacy, or falling away from that spiritual life 
which was enjoyed after being once renewed, 
and sometimes, in addition to this signification, 
denotes the condemnation and punishment in- 
flicted on the apostate. 

The first place where the phrase second 
death oceurs is Rev. ii. 11. and from the con- 
nection in which it is found, which serves to 
make its meaning plain, it is evident it cannot 
denote a state of endless torture. See vs. 8,9, 
10,11, And unto the angel of the church of 
Smyrna write ; These things saith the first and 
the last, which was dead and is alive; I know 
thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but 
thou artrich) and I know the blasphemy of 
them which say they are Jews, and arg Rot,/bpt 
are the synagogue of Satan. Fear none_of 
those things which thou shalt suffer? Wehold 
the devil shall cast some of you iuto prison, that 
ye may be tried ; and ye shall have tribulation 
ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown oflife. He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the spirit saith unto the 
churches; He that ovércomeih shall not he 
hurt of the second death.” Here we remark, 

1. This was an address and exhortation to 
the church of Smyrna delineating their trials, 
&c. and cautioning them against being over- 
come by, and yielding to the temptations which 
surrounded them, 

2. There was a promise made that whoever 
overcame or surmow the difficulties with 
which they were encompassed, should not be 
hurt of the second death, - 

3. It is implied that those who did not over- 
come, but contrariwise yielded to temptation 
should be hurt of the second death: i, e. should 
fall into the condemnation of apostacy and suf- 
fer its direful consequences. 

In chap. iii. five first verses, the epistle to the 
church of Sardis 1 Speaks of those why had 
a name to live but were dead, which evidently 
means the second death; as they Mad been 
once renewed, made, spiritually alive, and had 
lost their first love, they had become a 
time dead in trespasses and sigs. 
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2 Exhorts the church to maintain its ground 
to “be watchful and strengthen the things that 
remain that are ready to die,” saying (v. 4,) 
thou hast a few names, even in Sardis, which 
have not defiled their garments ; and they shall 
walk with mein white ; for they are worthy.” 


8. Admonishes them to watch, lest they be 
come upon as by a thief in the night, when 
they know it not ; and on the other hand en- 
courages them to hope that he that should over- 
come, should be clothed in w' ® raiment, and 
should not have his name bluvied out of the 
book of life, but should be confessed before the 
Father and before the angels : which natural- 
ly implies that he whe did notovercome, but 
yielded to his trials, and apostatized from the 
faith, should not be clothed in white raiment 
nor confessed before the Father, but should 
have his name blotted out of the book of life; 
‘as is indicated should be the condition of some ; 
Rev. xx. 15, and xxii. 19, which charaeters it 
is plain were to be made suflerers of the second 
death. 

The punishment of such apostates is spoken 
ofin chap. xiv. 9, 12 : “ And the angel follow- 
ed, saying with a loud voice, if any man wor- 
ship the beast and his image, and receive his 
mark in his forehead or in his hand, the same 
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out without mixture into the 
cup of his indignation ; and he shall be tor- 
mented with fire and brimstone in the presence 
of the holy angels and in the presence of the 
Lamb, And the smoke of their torment as- 
cepdetlr Gp for ever and ever: and they have 
no rest day nor night, who worship the beast 
and his image, and whosoever receiveth the 
mark of hisname. Here is the patience of the 
saints: here are they that keep the command- 
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 

Note 1. Inthis quotation, by the contrast here 
made between those “ who worshipped the 
beast and his image,” and those who maintain 
ed the “ patience of the saints, and kept the 
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus,” 
we learn that those “ who worshipped the 
beast and his image,” had not “ kept the com- 
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus ;” 
hence they were apostates from the faith and 
subject to the second death, 

2. In the account of the punishment of those 
who worship the beasgfand his image, we learn 
that they suffered this punishment in this world 
or in this state of existence, from the express- 
ions worship the beast, and have no rest, (the 
verbs being in the present tense ) as well as from 
the expression, dey and night, which belong 


only to this world and not to eternity, there be- 


ing “no night there.” See also as collateral 
evidence of the punishment being upon the 
earth, or while men are in the body, Chap. xix. 
vs. 20, 21, where we read of the “beast and 
the false prophet” being “cast alive into the 
lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the 
remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat 


upog the horse—and al] the fowls were filled 


| with their flesh.” The language throughoat in 


relation to this subject is highly figurative or 
, metaphorical, 

We shall come now to consider the second 
death and the punishment of it in somewhat a 
different point of view from the foregoing, tho’ 
doubtless it is of the same or similar nature 
with it. ‘The Revelator in Chs, xx. and xxi, 
seems to carry it beyond this state of exisience, 
in relation to those whom the judgments of God 
in this world had not caused to repent that they 
might give glory to him. The language used to 
describe their punishment, though it speaks of 
“fire and brimstone,” is not to be taken literally 
but seems to be intended to convey an idea of 
the intensity of their torment, in the hardness, 
impenitency, and darkness of their hearts to- 
gether with the reproaches ofa guilty conscience. 
It seems to be spoken of in connexion with the 
resurrection. ‘There isa first resurrection spo- 
ken ofin distinction from the subsequent or 
second resurrection. See xx. 5,63; “ Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resur- 
rection ; on such the second death hath no pows 
er.” We-may better understand what is here 
meant by the second death, by considering the 
four last verses of the chapter. “And I saw 
the dead, small and great, stand before God : 
and the books were opened ; and another book 
was openéd, which is the boc k of life : and the 
dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their 
works, And the sea gave up the dead that were 
in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 
that were in them: and they were judged, every 
man according totheir works. And death and 
hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life, was cast into the 
lake of fire.” There is a recapitulation of the 
same subject in the 8th verse of the following 
chapter, which with the texts already noticed, 
constitutes all the places where the phrase sec- 
ond death occurs. On the text now transcrib- 
ed, we remark, 

1. There seems to be an account given of 
the congregation, at the second resurrection, of 
all, both small and great, for judgment, who 
had not had part in the first resurrection. 

2. Death and hell, or their attendant circuin- 
stances, sin and darkness, are represented as 
being cast into the lake of fire to be destroyed, 

3. There are some whose names are not. 
found written in the book of life having aposta- — 
tised from the faith and their name blotted out ; 
these are to be cast into the lake of fire to be 
punished or to suffer loss, yet eventually to “be 
saved yet so as by fire.” See 1. Cor. iii, 15. 

There are some other texts of scripture that 
appear to have a bearing on this subject, par- 
ticularly Heb. vi. 4, 8 and 18 : 26, 29, which 
texts the reader is requested to turn.to, in his 
Testament,and read. From these passages we 
lean the impossibility of such apostates being 
renewed again to repentance (i. e. in this life, 





and by the means that had once been efficacious 
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in their conversion) that there remained “a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation,” and that the punishment of such 
who had “ counted the blood wherewith they” 
were once “sanctified, an unholy thing,” would 
be “much sorer” than that of those who had 
merely “ despised Moses’ law, and died without 
mercy under two or three witnesses.” 

But though the punishment of the second be 
severe and dreadful we are not authorised to be- 
lieve it will be endless, nor that those unhappy 
victims will be forever debarred from the fa-. 
vor of God and the enjoyment oflife. For we | 
are informed of atime when death shall be 
ewallowed up in victory (Isaiah xxv. 8,) when 
de:th the last enemy, shall be destroyed ; (1 
Cor. xv. 26,) and certainly the second death is 
later than the first, and this is the enemy to be 
destroved. We are informed, immediately 
after the account of the second death and its 
punishment, that “God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; (even of those unhappy 
subjects of the second death) aad there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, nei- 
ther shall there be any more pain; for the for- 
mer things are past away.” Is it not then e- 
gregiously wrong to contend for the endless 
continuance of the second death when we have 
the word of God to prove its total destruction 
or annihilation? We read Lam. iii. 31, that 
“the Lord will not cast off forever.” God 


says, Isa. lvii. 16, 17, 18, “ For I will not con- 


tend furever, neither will I be always wroth : 
for the spirit should fail before me, and the 
souls which I have made. For the iniquity of 
his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him: 
I hid me and was wroth, and he went on fro- 
waidly in the way of his heart. I have seen 
his ways, and will heal him: 1 will lead him 
also, and restore comforts unto him and to his 
mourners.” We read Rev. xv. 1, of the “se- 
ven last plagues,” that in them is filled up the 
wrath of God.” Is it not, then, preposterous to 
contradict these passages of scripture and say 
the wrath of God never will be filled up, but will 
forever smoke against his creatures, and eter- 
nally remain insatiate ? We read that “ the an- 
ger of the Lord endureth but fora moment,” 
but “his mercy endureth forever.” 

Though it is said the subjects of the second 
death should have their names blotted out of 
the book of life, yet they will again be written 
there when “the times of the restitution of all 
things which God hath spoken by the mouth of 
all his holy prophets since the world began,” 
(Acts iii. 21,) shall be brought about. “They 
shall obtain mercy that had not obtained mercy ; 
and it shall come to passin the place where it 
was said,‘ ye are not my peuple,’ there shall 
they be called, the children of the living God,” 
Probably nearly the same thing is meant by, 
“blotting out their names from the book of 
life,” as is meant in the 11th chapter of Rom. 
by unbelieving and apostate Israel was not al- 
ways to abide in unbelief, but be grafted in a- 
gain,as all Israel, together with the fulness of 
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the gentiles was eventfully to be saved, (Rom. 
xi. 25, 26,) even so those whose names were 
once blotted from the book of lifes shal! again 
be registered in the life-book of the L. ab :— 
“ And every creature which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and under the earth, and such as 
are in the sea, and all that are in them,” shall 
sing the song of Moses and the Lamb, “ saying, 
blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be 
unto him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever.”—Amen,—Evangel- 
ica? Restorationist. 
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“THE THING As IT 1s.2—Job. 








RELiIGiOUS PREJUDICE. 

“ Andwhy beholdest thou the mote that is in thy 
brothers eye. but percervest not the beam that is in 
thine own eye ?”—Jesus Curist. 

It is probably known by many of our readers, that 
an article has recently appeared in the ‘ Buffalo Pa- 
triot,” entitled ‘4 Parody on Shakspeare’s descrip- 
tion of Richard the Third,” which is supposed to con- 
tain some personal allusions against Mr. Crawford, 
the presbyterian clergyman of this village, and which, 
(whether justly or not we are unable to say, for we 
know but little about its applicability to Mr. C. or 
any other man) has given great offence to some of 
his friends, ‘If it was intended to hold up to ridicule 
any man, we cannot censure those who have express- 
ed their indignation at the attempt, or (heir disappro- 
bation of such measures ; and if any are disposed te 
consider us capable of conduct so repugnant to every 
principle of religion, they are entirely welcome to 
their opinions and the fruit of their suspicions. In 
relation to the “Parody,” the merits of it, the author 
of it, the publisher of it, the object, or effect of it, we 
have nothing to say,—for the whole affair was an en- 
tire secret to the writer of this article, till after the 
slorm had in a measure subsided. But on one sub- 
ject we have a wordto say. The zeal exhibited by 
some of the friends of Mr. Crawford, in their attempts 
to father the supposed iniquity of the ‘“ Parody” oa 
same of the universalists in this place, would become 
a better cause. No sooner did it appear in this 
‘‘ breathing world,” thamthe Editor of the Gospel 
Advocate, was condemned, by the “« knowing ones,” 
as the author and finisher of it! The * welkin” re- 
sounded with threats and denunciations against that 
wicked, heterodox man, who “ must have been 
the author!” Any one with his eyes open must'sce, 
that the spirit thus manifested, was but little, if any 
better, than that which they were disposed to con- 
demn. In their attempts todiscoudienance persecu- 
tion, they persecuted, with unrelenting perseverance, 
one who was intocent of the allegéd crimo,—in 
their endeavors to pluck the mote out of their neigh- 
bor’s eye, they neglected the beam in their own !— 
Thus, envy hath punished itself, And once for all, 
our opponents are informed, (hat, with their persons, 
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or the person of Mr. C. we have nothing to do—their 
doctrine is the monster against which we contend : 
Knowing it to be vulnerable, we shall continue to as- 
sail it, inf open day lizbt, “on tuehouse top.” With 
Mr. Crawford, we have nothing further to do, than 
to continue to extend the hand of friendship, whether 
he receives it or not; and, while we sincerely de- 
plore his earthly trials, and sympathize with him in 
every misfortune {iat has or can befal him in life, we 
shal! continue to hope, to desire, and believe, that 
we shall yet unite with him, in a world where imper- 
fec'ion shall pot be known, in songs of everlasting 
gratitude, tu the praise of our Redeemer. 


THE LAST RESORT. 

It appears to be very evident, thatsthose doctrines, 
which, for a long time, have been considered ortho- 
dox, are now, like all other earthly productions. has- 
tening towards theirend. This fact is generally ad 
mitted by all those, who have seriously considered 
the subject. Tke principal, if not the only question 
in dispuie, in relation to this matter, is, whether the 
eud of those various notions that have so long had an 
ascendency, will be as gratifying to the friends of 
modern orthodoxy as they desire and expect. It has 
been supposed, that those peculiar dogmas which dis- 
tinguish limitarians from others, would, ultimately» 
bring about that.glcrious millenial day, when peace 
and Jove shall pervade the earth, and righteousness 
run down our streets. Tat promised day bas long 
been expected,but it has so long ‘delayed its coming,’ 
that those who have anxiously looked for it, as one 
of the, certain consequences of limitarianism, have, 
some of them, heen led to doubt the authenticity of 
the predicted result. and are induced to believe, that 
some other cause must usher in the blissful day, be- 
side that, which has, so far, failed to bring it about. 
Missionaries have been despatched to almost every 
natiou under heaven; societies of almost every des- 
cription have been organized; and a great variety of 
plans have been devised, the object of all which has 
been, to disseminate those principles and thereby e- 
vangelize the world. But if we may judge from the 
reports of those societies, and the success—or rather, 
the want of success, in most of those plans which 
have been so zealously pursued by the orthodox, we 
aay conclude, that the desired and looked for end, 
has not vet been realized, nor have we much reason 
to anticipate the result, so religiously expected by 
the friepds and supporters of such expedients. In- 
deed, there are good reasons for believing, that, in- 
stead of pulling down the strong holds of Satan, by 
the use of such meats, the “* Man of Sin” will contin- 
ue to “ put himself in the place of God” and will yet 
poll down the strong holds of orthodoxy itself, unless 
some inore able champions are sent forth into the 
field against him. than have yet appeared in the ranks 
of partialists. For, the news has already reached 
our ears, that some of the faithful have fallen away, 
and have hecome, what are called infidels. One af- 
ter another have become converts to doctrines entire- 
ly different from that cajled orthodox, and instead of 





defending, Lave raised their voices against it. And, 
in addition ‘o all this, we conclude there is an alarm- 
ing want of funds; for there has been so much beg- 
ging of late, even from the ** widows and fatherless” 
that it is quite evident there isa depression in the 
money market. Ali these facts and circumstances, 
go to prove, that the “ end ofali these things 1s near, 
even at the door.” But another thing should be con. 
sidered. Itis with societies and parties, in some 
measure. as it is with individuals: Their nerves are 
sometimes badly affected. And when people are 
quite irritable, we naturally conclude there is some- 
thing the matter with them. It has been remarked 
by some, for a few years past, that orthodoxy has be- 
come quite sensitive, and in some cases has lost its 
temper. When a Unitarian was appointed Chaplain 
to Congress, it brought forth a great many imp:eca- 
tions, and occasioned some hissing, and ‘pruduced 
some bitter invective. 
lected Chaplain of the legislature of Vermont, there 
was a grievous lamentation set up among the ortho- 
dox editors throughout the Union; while the editor 
of the Western Recorder in this State, so demeaned 
himse!f, that some, really thought ke was quite “ ner- 
vous.” Now, f the most able advocates of these doc- 
trines were conscious of the stability of their cause, 
they would not manifest so much alarm at. the signs 
of the times; but they would be*peaceable and calm 
under al) their trials. But one prop after an other 
has tumbled to the ground, until it is very difficult to 
sustain the tottering fabric against those winds of doc 

trine that so unceasingly assail it. 

The out-posts of those several doctrines, which 
constitute, as we are tuld, * the Zion of God,” have 
already been abandoned ; and what were a few years 
since considered the * distinguishing points” of or- 
thodoxy, exist now onlyin name. In fact. presby- 
terians, baptists, and arminians, have about conclud- 
ed, that the former grounds of difficulty amoung them 
are non-essentials, providing always, that the cardin- 
al dectrine of endless damnation is zealously main- 
tained. But whai is most surprising is the fact, that 
after all this amalgamation of sects and concentration 
of strength, which was doubtless intended to put 
down liberal principles in America, they have, with 
one consent, abandoned the field of arguinent to-their 
apponents, and have resorted to the last thing that 
promises security. Their only object appears now 
to be, the desperate one of excitiug popular preju- 
dice against whatever opposes them, aod in favot 
of that darling doctrine which neither reason por 
scripture upholds. Their attempts have been some- 
what successful—so much so, that some of those who 
are friendly to liberal views have expressed their 
fears of the consequences. But, whoever will mi- 
nutely examine the subject, will see, that this very 
fact is one of the strongest indications of the prosper- 
ity of liberal principles. Popular prejudice is the 
last resort for those who have nothing better where- 
with to sustain themselves; and is an evidence, not 
only of the weakness of { beir fortress, but alsoa de- 
monstration of the fact, that they are becoming sen- 


W hen a Universalist was c- 
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sibie of their own weakness and the imbecility of 
their most able champions. It becomes every liber 

al :einded man. therefore, to take courage and per- 
severe to the end, knowing, that when an enemy has 
fled to his last strong hold, one weill-sustained 
and faithful effort will certainly dislodge hun. 


«“« THE COMFORTS OF ORTHODOXY.” 
In the 26 nuu:ber of the Gos. Avocate, Vol. 3, it 


was said,that Mr. She/don, of Panesville,Ohio,in-the , 


course of some remarks made to the three unfortu- 
nate men who were executed at this plate in Juu® 
last for the murder of John Love, declared, that there 
was not a single promis: of salvation in the whole bi- 
ble tor murderers, &c. We did not then pretend to 
give the precise words used to express those idea + 
bui gave the reader to understand, that we had our 
information from persons who heard tbe conversation. 
It was also stated, that, such miormation agreed with 
what he afterwards expressed toa friend, Xc. We 
learn from a correspondent in Paicesvitle, that MF, 
S. denies having said any thing to that amount, and 


have been requested to state particulars.. We do not | 


feel at liberty to'give the names of our infor- 


mants, unless circumstances’ should rendér such a 


But Will inform our fricuds in , 1 ss 
| through the long night of twelve centuries, if we 


measure necessary. 
Ohio, that our eénfidence in the truth of the fortner 
statement is not impaired by the contradiction of Mr. 


S. and ifnecessary, we will give the nathes of the: 


respectable individuals who heard conversation to the 
above affect. We should, however, prefer to sub- 
mit them to our correspondent, who can afterward’ 
use them as may best suit his feelings. In the mean 
time, it is desirable that no such unpleasant steps 
should be taken; for should it at last become necessa- 


ry so to do, we apprehend tbat Mr. S. will be ** woun- | 





REMARKS. ; 
Kind Reader, does Jesus Christ give such & 
character to his God and Father ? Cat) we dis- 
cover such a God, from the works of creation, 


| or the events of providence ? 


What must be the state of that mind, whicls 
can so represent the Supreme Ruler of the u- 
niverse ? What must be the natural fruit, from 
such views of the divine Being? What conso~ 
lation or joy can flow from a heart possessed of 
such sentiments respecting she Almighty :— 
What worse character can. be aseriled to the 


most unfeeling, cruel tyrant, that ever gloried 


over the blood, and groans, and agonies of his 
fallen foes upon a field of battle ?, Is not the 
spirit ascribed to the blessed God, in tbe above 
extract, the very same that the worst of men 
feel towards. their enemies? Is this loving en- 


emies ? Is not the God of love, represented as 
infinitely more hateful, than all the monsters of 
oh account of in our 


barbarity, that we haye 
wicked world ?>—Univ. Mag. 
SEEK TRUTH. 


Delineation of the Condition of the Christian 
Church, previous to the Reformation. 
“ During the slumber of the human mind 


except a few illustrious lights of piety and lear- 
ning, which served for little else than to make 
the surrounding gloom more conspicuous—the 
state of religion was deplorable beyond all ex- 
ample. paepomp and pageantry of ceremo- 
nies cucceeded to the simplicity of a reasonable 
service, and mimic priests had converted the 
house of prayer into a gorgeous theatre of. re- 
ligious shows. Bodily austerities and a most 


| abject superstition were the substitutes of vital 
ded in the house of his friends.” 1f, however, noth- | piety —the scriptu:es were neglected for the 
ing-else can answer the purpose, a letter from our unintelligible theology of the schools, and the 
friendly correspondent informing us of the faet, will idolatrous veneration with which christians 
entitle him to the names of our informants, and if | looked up tothe infallibility of the Roman Pon- 
necessary, a particular statement of the facts. | tiff, mitigated their servitude and confirmed 


, their ignorance. The enemies of our faith will 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


pin with rapture on the annals of the church 
7s , uring that wretched period ; but they should 
Limitarians’ Notions of the Glory of God. panes 9 that if Christianity were debased, the 

“So high and great, so incomprehensibly | condition of human reason was not less humili- 
Supreme is he (God,) that ten thousand times | ating, and both the friends and enemies of Rev- 
ten thousand most miserably tormented spirits | elation may learn from the sad detail this im- 
shall not in the least be pitied or regarded by portant truth,—that slavery produces ignorance, 








him to all eternity. Ten thousand times ten 
thousand most doleful sighs; and shrieks, and 
groans, «nd yellings, and roarings, under 
the most exquisite torture, and anguish of 
spirit shall not meet with the least pity or com- 
passion to all eternity! O the dignity of that 
‘Be ng, who hasan everlasting hell to be the 
representation or triumph of his grandeur !— 
There he rides in magnificent though gloomy 
state,and marches over a world of damned 
heads, with most uncommiserating disregard 
and disdain,” 
See Reynolds’ Inquiry concerning the state 
~~ fied of the angelical world, ques. 39, 
Pp. 309, 


'—that ignorance is 





parent of superstition,— 
and that liberty, learning and religion must 
flourish and decay together.” 
WAKEFIELD. 
PRAYERS FOR ALL MEN. 

The great Apostle to the Gentiles has given 
us the most excellent directions for prayer, and 
the temper of mind with which, we ought to 
pray. He exhorts that “yirst of all,” (as the 
primary or most important,petitions to be off- 
ered) “ suplications prayers, intercossions, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men. every 
where, for kings and forall that are in authpyi- 
ty, that we may lead a quiet aud peaceful life 





in all godliness and honesty. For this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 
who will have all men to be saved and come un- 
to the knowledge of the truth.” This prayer 
isin perfect accordance with the best wishes and 
most benevolent feelings of every christian, of 
every sect and denomination. It is what 
every benevolent person most devoutly desires 
and prays may take place, It is the first pray- 
er breathed by every new convert to Christ— 
every new-born soul into the kiugdom of God. 
All whose hearts are right with God pray for 
the salvation of all men ; however they may 
differ in theory, or the religion of their heads, 
that of the heart is alike in all christians. And 
they are all universalists at heart, because the 
heart’s desire of all sincere christians is that all 
may be saved and brought to the knowledge of 
the truth. But, 

Secondly, The temper of mind with which 
we are exhorted to pray, is to be noticed, The 
apostle exhorts to pray “ liftin~ up holy hands 
without wrath and doubting,’—to “ pray in 
faith, nothing wavering; for he that wavereth, 
is as a wave of the sea, driven and tossed,” and 
furher, informs us that “ whatsoever is not of 
faith, is of sin.” 

Hence we are exhorted, not only to pray for 
all men, but to pray in faith, that is, believing 
that god will have all men to be saved and come 
to the knowledge of the truth ; knowing that, as 
“ whatsoever is not of faith is sin,” our prayers 
for the salvation of all men, unless we believe 
in it, are but sin and abomination in the sight of 
God. Yet how frequently do we hear the 
professed ministers of the gospel pray for the 
salvation of all men in one breath, and almost 
in the next call it a damnable heresy to believe 
in it? That is, to believe that their prayers will 
be answered! Universalists pray, in this re- 
spect, exactly as their orthodox neighbors do, 
only the former pray in faith, fully believing 
that their prayers will be answered, and the lat- 
ter do not : and yet the universalist is condem- 
ned by his neighbor, and for no other reason 
than because he prays in faith “nothing waver- 
ing” as the scriptures direct.— 

Universalists pray exactly as they preach, 
that is, for the salvation of alk men. Limitari- 
ans pray for one thing, and preach another, their 
prayers and their sermons being directly the 
reverse of each other. This being the case we 
may reasonably conclude that one or the other, 
either their prayers or their sermons are wrong, 
for they do not correspond with each other.— 
But we have seen that when they pray for the 
salvation of all men, they pray just as the apos- 
tle directs. Let them believe and preach just 
as they pray, and all will be right. An aged 
divine once, in counselling a young preacher, 
advised him always to pray over his sermons 
before preaching them? How would they ap- 
pear in praying for the endless misery and in- 
discribable torment of the greatest part of their 
fellow beings? They must pray for this if they 
pray ever thejr sermons. And they must pray 
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for this if they pray for that in which they have 
_ faith to believe. Butas the religion of their 
‘hearts is better then that of their heads, they 
| cannot desire nor pray for that which th. iheo- 
ry of their heads teaches them is wue : but must 
while influenced by the Spirit of God, and the 
‘natural benevolence of their own hearts, pray 
for the salvation of all men. And would to 
| heaven that they might be led to believe that 
God is as good as they are—that his disciples 
are as benevolent towards the human race as 
theirs possibly can be—and that His spirit never 
would dictate prayers for the happiness of all 
men, which he determined never to answer,.— 
Let “men pray every where, lifiing up holy 
hands without wrath and doubting,” that God’s 
will may be done, which is that all men should 
* be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth,”—Evangelical Restorationist. 


TOLERATION. 
The following communication which appeared 
in the Old Colony Memorial, is in answer to 

& Paragraph which was published in the 24th 

No. of the present volume of the Magazine, 

under the head of Toleration.—m. B. x. 

Mr. Printer,—In the last Memorial you pre- 
sented your readers with the important decis- 
ion of Judge Hallowell, of Philadelphia, who 
refused to admit a man to be qualified as a wit- 
ness, on the ground of his not believing in 
“ punishment after this life.” 

This decision is no doubt received by mul- 
titudes with the most profound approbation ; 
especially by that precious number whose re< 
ligious belief it reverences and sanctions, But, 
six, we are of that number who view this decis- 
ion as the offspring of bigotry, devoid of jus- 
tice or decency, and a most flagrant infringe- 
ment upon the inalienable rights of republican 
freemen as vouchsafed by our inimitable con- 
stitution. 

Where is the dignity of the man who will 
descend from the judicial bench and put off the 
badge of civil honour for the hood of a Friar 
or Confessor, and engage in a Theological de- 
bate, with a design to see whether a witness be- 
sound in the faith? Answer—one in Phila- 
delphia and in the Metropolis of our country. 
Tell it not in Gath ! 

His Honour has given the public to under- 
stand, that were it not for the fear he has of 
punishment in “the life to come,” they could 
not, with any assurance, expect from him “the 
distribution of justice between man and man !” 
We sincerely pity the man whose moral de- 
pravity is such, that conscience has lost its in- 
fluence, and who would not honour himself by - 
the “ distribution of justice,” were it not for the 
slavish fear of punishment in the life to come, 
Had. the man been dishonest in denying his 
religious belief, the Honourable gentleman 
would have admitted him as a witness, 

This is a solemn warning to all who cannot 
believe with the Honourable Judge. They 
are judicially informed that the testimony, al+ 
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though delivered under the“ solemnities of an 
oath or affirmation, which comes home to the 
conscience,” will not be entitled to credit, un- 
less they are awfully fearful of punishment in 
the “life to come.” Must aman be denied 
the privileges of a freeman, who cannot sub- 
- geribe to certain pagan notions, which the cler- 
gy have interwoven with their religion ! 
“Moses was a great lawgiver—but has the 
Honourable Judge found that he received or 
gave a law, whose penalty reaches beyond that 
state in which it is transgressed ? or that he 
mide the belief of punishment in a “ life to 
com2,” the foundation of all their political and 
religious institutions ? 

A man who acts with no higher motive than 
fear, who must needs have a devil to frighten 
him to acts of justice, is not fit for the exalted 
station of Judge in this enlightened land.—U- 
niversalist Magazine. Free Born. 


BEAUTIFUL EXTRACT. 

What was the text of the first preachers of 
the gospel of Crist? Why, glory to God in 
the highest heavens, and on earth peace, and 
good wiil among men. This is the elegant and 
e ergetic sayiag, which comprises the sum and 

ubs f the gospel of God. This, and 
, is the message which all Christ’s 
rs or sheprerds bring to men. He, who, 





he professes the religion of Christ, dis- | 
society by his preachings or writings, | 
woo excludes fromthe salvation of God, all 
wh. hold- not his religious or political creed, | 


never knew the nature of the gospel, and ne- 


ver felt its power and influence. oW can re- 
ligious contentions, civil broils, or open wars, | 
loak that gospel in the face, which publishes 
nothing but glory to God,and peace and good | 
will among men? Crusades, for the recovery 
of a holy land, so caKed, (by the way, latterly ; 
the most unholy in the map of the world) and | 
wars, for the support of religion, are an insult 
to the gospel, and blasphemy against God ! 
Dr. Adam Clarke. 
PRECIOUS LITTLE BOOKS. 

Of all the instruments of error and delusion, 
which are employed at this day for the purpose 
of enlarging the borders, and strengthening the 
gates of mystical Babylon, none appear to me 
to he more formidable than the general distri- 
butien of Tracts, and little books for children. 
How easy it isto fix error in the mind of a child 
in this way! You give the child the pretty lit- 
tle book, and this act of attention and generosi- 
ty, together with your devout and gracious ap- 
pearance, inspires grateful emotions in the 
child’s breast, accompained with resolutions to 
attend to the instructions therein contained, 
which you enjoin upon it to do, at the time the 
favor is conferred. You tell the child you have 
great concern for its soul, and have fears that, 
through neglect, it may go to hell and be forev- 
er miserable, But if it will be a good child and 





jearn your tract by heart, aud go to meeting, 


and mind what the minister says, it will be like- 
ly to “ get an interest in Christ,” and thus go 
to heaven, with you and the minister! My 
word for it, there is now so good a degree of 
pride and ambition excited, that you have little 
to fear but the artifice will succeed, and the 
child will, eventually become “ hopefully con- 
verted ;”—not to the christian religion, but to 
the jargon ofschool-divinity. Surely whatever 
is put into the hands of children to learn, on 
the subject of religion, ought, at least, to be 
reasonable, and consistent with what is taught 
in the gospel. Expressions’ and sentences 
which convey ideas for which there is no scrip- 
tural authority, and especially those which are 
opposed to the genius of christianity, ought to 
be reprobated. 

A few days ago two ot my children were 
furnished. with eacha precious little book. One 
of them only have I, as yet, examined. It is 
entitled, “ A token for children, designed for 
Sunday schools.”—Published at “ New-Haven, 
by J. Babcock & Son, and S. Babcock & Co. 
Charleston, S. C.” The first part of the bock 
contains an account of the religious experience 
of “ Miss Sarah Hawley.” She became, it is 
said, at the age of “between eight and nine 
years, mighty awakened.” After passing thro’ 
various trials, and experiencing diversity of feel- 
ing, (which, by the way, is so wonderful a 
thing, in a child, that it surely ought to be pub 
lished, and- handed down frem generation to 
generation, as this purports to have been for 153 
years) ofsickness, ‘“ When she was first taken 
she said, *O mother, pray for me, for satan is 
so busy that I cannot pray for myself: I see 
that I am undone without Christ, and a pardon! 
O,1 am undone to allcternity!? (Query. Did 
she take the notion of eternal ruin from the 
declaration of her Saviour, ‘ Of such is the 
kingdom of heaven ??) Her mother, knowing 
how serious she had been formerly, did a little 
wonder that she should be in such agonies ; and 
asked her what sin it was that was so burthen- 
some to her spirit, ‘O, mother,’ said she, ¢ it 
is not any particular sin that sticks so close to 
my conscience, as the sin of my nature ; with- 
out the blood of Christ, that will damn me.’ 

By the word damn, this orthodox child means 
to be * undone to all eternity ;” for she first 
exclaims, “ Without Christ and a pardon, O I 
am undone to all eternity!” The reason as- 
signed for this eternal ruin is, “ ‘The sin of my 
nature.” She felt noguilt for “any particular 
sin ;” that is for any act of transgression which 
she had committed. On this score, beinga 
child, she felt inzocent. 

Nay the awful weight of guilt, under which 
she felt undone for eternity, without Christ, a- 
rose from simply the possession of the nature 
which God was pleased to bestow upon her in 
her creation! What an impious idea this! Did 
God create that child in a nature which it is so 
criminal to possess, that, for this cause, the 

oor thing deserved to be eternally damned 
lis she is made to say, and her notions are se 
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well approvedthat they have been preserved; out waiting to replace it, he advanced bare- 


153 years for the instruction of the present and | 


headed tv the froat of the orchestra, breathing 


future generations, and her case is now set forth vengeance, but so much choaked with passion 


as an example, to teach children how “ to get! that uttrance was denied him. 


an interest in Christ.” She says, “And _ will 


In this ridicu- 
lous attitude, he stood staring, and stamping for 


not you strive to get an interest in Christ?” If| some minutes amidst a convulsion of laughter ; 


you will you must follow my example. In 
what respects? Why you must make yourself 
believe that you are about to be eternally un- 
done, not for any wickedness of your own, but 
for the horrible sin of having such a nature, 
such an abominable nature as God has given 
you! The best comment that can be made on 
this nonsense, and impiety, is the 18th chapter 
of Ezekiel and 10th, 14th of Mark. In the 
meantime we may consider these little books, 
not as histories of real facts, but as so many 
compendiums of school divinity, intended to in- 
itate our little ones into its mysteries, at an age 
when impressions may be on their minds which 
will be likely to abide during the remainder of 
their lives, or which it shall cost them and their 
parents must labor to eradicate. 

With no small degree of consternation I ob- 
serve the little book before me is prefaced with 
this notice—“ John Babcock and Son, New-Ha- 
ven, and 8. Babcock and Co. Charleston, S. C. 
have constantly on hand, and for sale, a large 
assortment of Books for children and for 
schools.” I fear, of this large assortment,there 
is much more preposterious and profane stuff 
for little children. 

Wherefore, my dear little children, be per- 
suaded to believe that “ You are the temple of 
the living God,” 2 Cor. vi. 16. And that, 
“ He that raiseth up Christ from the dead shall 
also quicken your mortal bodies, by his spirit 
that dwelleth in you,” Rom. viii. 11. This is 
your interest in Christ, which you have not to 
seek after but to believe that you possess ; and, 
so believing, to consider your bodies the tem- 
ple of God, and be careful net to defile them 


with actual sin.—Universalist Magazine. 
J. BYtee*, 


Anecdote of Handel: 

“ This celebrated composer, though of a ve- 
ry robust and uncouth external appearance, yet 
had such a remarkable irritability of nerves, 
that he could not bear to hear the tuning of in- 
struments, and therefore this was always done 
before Handel arrived. A musical wag who 
knew how to extract some mirth from his iras- 
cibility of temper, stole into the orchestra on a 
night when the late Prince of Wales was to be 
present at the performance of a new oratorio, 
and untuned all the instruments, some half a 
note, others a whole note lower than the organ. 
As soon as the Prince arrived, Handel gave the 
signal of beginning con spirite ; but such was 
the horrid discord, that the enraged musician, 
starting up from his seat, and overturning a 
double-bass which stood in his way, seized a 
kettle drum, which he threw with such violence 
at the head of the leader of the band, that he 
lost his full bottomed wig by the effort: with- 








nor could he be prevailed on to resume his seat 
till the Prince-went personally to appease his 
wrath, which he, with great difficulty accom- 
plished.” 

ANECDOTE, 

An Irishman, in Bath, was joked rather se- 
verely by a Calvinist, about his Catholic reli- 
gion. O fath, said he, there is not so great a 
difference between Catholics and Calvinists : 


only when a Catholic defrauds any one, he re- 
pents and pays fourfold ; but when aCalvinist 
repents ofa fraud, he restores nothing, but 
keeps what he has got. 


Anecdote of the King of Prussia. 

“ Petitpierre published in French, &t Ham- 
burg, in 1786, The plan of God with respect to 
man. The author was some years before de- 
prived of his office, for preaching against the 
eternity of hell torments. His church com- 
plained to the king of Prussia, as Lord of the 
principality of Neufchatel: who wrote them, 
that since their articles of faith would have it 
so, he could not hinder the people of Neufchat- 
el from being eternally damned.”—Scee Doctor 
Erskine’s Sketches of Church History. 


POETRY. 


PRAISE. 








' WILL SING 


THE BRIDE’S FAREWELL. 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 
Why do I weep, to leave the vine 
Whose clusters o’er me bend ? 
The myrtle, yet, oh! call it mine! 
The flowers I lov’d to tend ? 
A thousand thoughts of all things dear, 
Like shadows o’er me sweep. * 
I leave my sunny childhood bere, 
Oh! therefore let me weep! 
I leave thee, sister! We have play’d 
Through many a joyous hour, 
Where the silvery green of the olive shade 
Hung dim o’er the fount and the bower ! 
Yes! thou and I, by stream, by shore, 
In song, in prayer, in sleep, 
Have been as we may be no more : 
Kind sister! let me weep! 
I leave thee, father! Eve’s bright moon 
Must now light other feet, 
With the gather’d grapes and the lyre in tune, 
Tuy homeward steps to greet! 
Thou, in whose voice, to bless thy child, 
Lay tones of love so deep, 
Whose eye o’er all my youth hath smiled, 
I leave thee! let me weep! 
Mother! I leave thee! On thy breast 
Pouring out joy and woe, 
Ihave found that holy place of rest 
Still changeless ; yet I go! 
Lips that have lull’d me with your strain, 
Eyes that have watched my sleep / 
Will earth give love like yours again ? 
Sweet mother! let me weep! 








